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  J. (Jay) KENNETH ”Kenny” FAGANS 

“Mr. Southern Section” 

“Tanglefoot” 
J. Kenneth Fagans was born in Detroit, Michigan in 1909. He moved to California 

with his parents in 1923 and settled in the Huntington Park area. He attended 

Huntington Park High School and was an outstanding basketball player leading his 

team to the 1927 CIF-SS Championship defeating Long Beach Poly 18-14. A fuse 

blew putting the floor into total darkness at USC where the game was played in the 

final few minutes adding to the excitement of the Spartans victory. His teammates 

referred to him as “tanglefoot” and he was one of the top prep players in Southern 

California. 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

He attended Oregon State University and was an All-Pacific Coast forward for the 

Beavers for three years. He was the President of the Senior Class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1936 he barely missed making the Olympic basketball team. He was an Air 

Force Captain in World War II and started his educational career in Southern 

California. He played AAU basketball for 20
th
 Century-Fox. He was a basketball 

coach at Compton High School and Compton College during the time from 1947 

through 1953. He accumulated an incredible record of 284 wins and 23 losses. 

Compton College Coach 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Fagans basketball career at Compton High School was incredible from 1950 

through 1953. His Tarbabes won 53 straight games and they were crowned the 

CIF-SS Champions in 1951 and 1952 and lost in the finals in 1953. His 1952 team 

had a record of 32 – 0. He coached George Selleck, Ed Tucker, Woody 

Sauldsberry and Jim Marshall (later manager of Chicago Cubs).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fagans receiving the 1951 CIF-SS Basketball Championship Trophy from Commissioner 

William Russell 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

He received his Master degree from USC. Fagans was the Assistant Principal and 

Athletic Director at Centennial High School in 1953 when he applied to be the 

head basketball coach at Stanford University. He was 44 years old and when he did 

not get the job starting to look for other opportunities. His background in athletic 

administration included 12 years as the Commissioner of the California Collegiate 

Athletic Association and two years as the Pacific Coast Athletic Association. For 

ten years he was a basketball official for the Pacific-8 Conference. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Factoids on Commissioner Fagans: 

 Ken was the batboy for the Detroit Tigers when the great Hank Greenberg 

was playing. 

 When he started as the commissioner he had one desk and one secretary, 

Royce Wild. 

 His license plate was “MR. CIF.” 

 Only CIF-SS assets when he took over were War Bonds that had been 

purchased by Seth Van Patten. 

 Started his tenure at age 44 and stepped down after 21 years at age 65. 

 CIF-SS grew from 218 to 458 schools during his time as Commissioner. 

 A very strong proponent of girls’ sports. 

 Considered himself a workaholic and a self-described “rock.” 

 Very punctual and do not be late to any of his meetings. 

 He was a multi-tasker. 

 He was a renaissance man, a perfectionist, mover & shaker, pro 

student/athlete, a visionary, all with the wisdom of fairness. 

 Never liked calling a time-out in basketball just like John Wooden. 

 Howie Dallmar got the job as Stanford basketball coach over Ken. 

 He was beat out for the 1936 Olympic Basketball Team by Sam Balter who 

became a Los Angeles radio sportscaster. 

 He did all the accounting for the CIF-SS office when he became 

Commissioner. 

 He hated to see lines of spectators waiting to get into CIF-SS games…at the 

famous 1956 Anaheim-Downey Championship football game when the fans 

could not get in quickly enough; he started taking their money without 

tickets and placed in brown paper bags. 

 He was a meticulous record-keeper and a master of minutia. 

 He was loyal, expected you do your job, and if you didn’t you heard about it. 

 He understood rules and their intent. 

 Lived on Balboa Island for 25 years…enjoyed tennis and lawn bowling 

 Attended Oregon State with James C. Heartwell from Long Beach Poly who 

helped start the CIF-SS record book. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                           Commissioners  Byrnes and Fagans 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CIF-SS Commissioners 

Russell                   Plutko            Fagans                Thomas                Byrnes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


